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Minister: Rev. David Cleveland
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Director of Music: Ann McAllister, B. Mus, B.Ed

This bulletin is in Large Print.

Congregational Responses are in Bold print.
*** Please stand if able***

Organ Prelude From Heaven High | Come — M. Caine

Introit Angels from the Realms of Glory VU 36 Verse 1

Life and Work of the Church

Personal Prayer of Preparation

It was as a baby that you came to us, gracious God.
A child in a manger — crying and smiling, staring out
iIn wonder and sleeping in contentment. As we
celebrate this birth once again, fill us with wonder and
contentment. In a world of craziness and busy-ness,
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still our hearts and minds to the beauty of this sacred
moment.

Candle Lighting Liturgy

One: The Lord be with you.

All:  And also with you.

One: We gather to celebrate the birth of the one who
Is the light of the world.

All: We are here to worship God - and his Son
Jesus - born this night in Bethlehem of Judea.
One: We light the candle of hope to remind us of the
promises made by all the prophets that God would
raise up a saviour for his people Israel.

All: Christ is our hope and our salvation. He calls
us to share our hope in him with each other.

HYMN 6 Verse 1

One: We light the candle of peace to remind us that it
is only with God and by following in his path that true
peace can be found.

All: Christ brings the peace of God to us. He calls
us to share the peace he gives with each other.

HYMN 6 Verse 2

One: We light the candle of joy to remind us that God
gives joy to every heart that abides in him.

All: As Mary rejoiced in the birth of Jesus - so his
birth in us brings us joy. God calls us to share the
joy he gives with each other.

HYMN 6 Verse 3
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One: We light the candle of love to remind us that
Jesus is God's gift of love to us - and that in him, the
light of love triumphs over darkness.
All: Love never fails - it transforms all those who
give it and receive it. God calls us to share his
love with each other.

HYMN 6 Verse 4

One: We light the Christ candle to remind us that the
light of the world was born this night.

All: The people who walked in darkness have
seen a great light. Those who dwelt in a land of
deep darkness — on them a light has shined.

One: You, O Lord, have multiplied the nation. You
have increased its joy.

All: For to us a child is born, to us a son is given,
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.
One: His name shall be called Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
All: He is also called Emmanuel, for in him God is
with us.

HYMN 6 Verse 5

Call to Worship

One: We wait. We wait — not because we do not
know the story of Jesus, and not because God is not
already and always here. We wait because to wait is
to expect something more. To wait is to expect that
the story might enter our hearts and our world in new
ways, and to bring the change for which we long.
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All: In the stiliness of this night, we sense the
first stirrings of Christmas joy and know the wait
will soon be over. Praise be!

Prayer of Approach

Almighty God - you have made this night holy by
the gift of your son, born of the Holy Spirit and of
Mary. Upon him rested all your grace, through him
has come all your mercy. Let his light shine
within our hearts tonight even more brightly than
it shines from the candles in this place. Help us
to hear your word and to celebrate your
everlasting love through him. Amen

Opening Hymn O Come, All Ye Faithful VU 60

Call to Confession

One: This is often a season filled with flashing colours
and boisterous joy. But now it is a time for stillness.
Now is the time to catch our breath; to settle in and
settle down and reflect on the beauty of this night. We
are aware of the gentle turning of the earth; the
balance and harmony of creation. We pray:

Prayer of Confession

All: May Love find a welcome here.

One: We hear stories of acts of love among us and
we wait patiently for more promises to be fulfilled. We
pray:

All: May Love find a welcome here.
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One: We give thanks for the Silver Falls family of faith
that works side-by-side for love’s restoration. We

pray:
All: May Love find a welcome here.

Words of Assurance

One: Love is coming to life and appears in acts of
kindness, voices for peace, and movements for
justice. These are small, twinkling signs that love is
real. When we are still and pay attention we see the
gentle revolution and know, without a doubt, that Love
Is welcome here.

All: Thanks be to God!

Children’s Hymn Away in a Manger VU 69
Verses 1,2

Theme Conversation Tonight, the Quiet. Tomorrow...

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

Hallowed be thy name,

Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done,

On earth, as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

But deliver us from evil;

For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
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Forever and ever. Amen

Children’s Hymn Away in a Manger VU 69 Verse 3

Introit for the Word
Scripture Reading: Lu. 2:4-7 Read by Rosemary Day

Reader: And a holy messenger from God

All: An Angel!
Reader: appeared to poor shepherds
All: Like us!

Reader: in the darkness of the night, living out their
lives,
All: Hoping their investments might pay off.
Reader: hoping their sheep might give birth.
All: And the angel came to them and said,
Reader: “Fear not, for see, | am bringing you good
news of great joy
All: “for all people.”
Reader: Glory be to you, O God
All: Praise be to you, O Christ

Ministry of Music Song of the Angels
— by J. Purifoy

Sermon “Through the Thin Membrane”

So O Holy Night — by Adolph Adam

Paul Bustin, baritone
Affirmation of Faith
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We believe in God, who created the universe in
darkness and continually restores all things while
we sleep. Darkness is awomb in which the secret
work of God is done.

We believe in Jesus the Christ, who was born in
deep of night and became Light for the world.
Christ sheds light on the realm of justice and
peace on Earth.

We believe in the Spirit, whose energy is evident
in all that lives and breathes. Through the energy
of the Spirit, re-creation is possible and love’s
promises are fulfilled.

Prayers of Thanksqgiving and intercession

One: This, then, is how Love is born: Like a seed
planted in the darkest of soils that rises to meet the
sun’s warming rays, so love emerges from the
deepest places. Despite our willing it or not, and
without the force of hand, may Love rise graciously to
life.

All: This, then, is how Love is born: As the
morning slowly dawns - first a sliver, then a
burning horizon — causing the night to fade away,
so Love transforms our sorrow and fear. Into our
need, moving against resistance, may Love
change things in our lives and in the world.

One: This, then, is how Love is born: As winter’s
gentle hibernation gives way to the bursting of spring
and the delights of summer, so Love is woven through
every season. Amidst our doubts and
disappointments, when the sands seem to shift under
our feet, may Love be steadfast and present at all




times.
All: Amen!

Faith in Action
Offertory Invitation

Receiving our Offerings and PAR Cards

Offertory Hymn Still, Still, Still VU 47
Dedication of Offering VU 55 Verse 4
Offertory Prayer

Light Individual Candles

Closing Hymn_ Silent Night VU 67

Commissioning and Benediction

One: Let us go gently into this sacred night as those
who have seen the Christ. We can go without fear, for
a divine light illuminated by the very heart of God
shines on our paths, and leads us to the place where,
hope, peace, joy and love are fulfilled.

All: Surely now is the time for rejoicing!

Choral Blessing

Christmas isn’t Christmas ‘till it happens in your heart;
Somewhere deep inside you is where Christmas
really starts;

So give your heart to Jesus, you'll discover when you
do,

That it’'s Christmas, really Christmas, for you.




Organ Postlude My Sheep Were Grazing
— Traditional German Carol

Today’s Service and Bulletin are Dedicated
in Loving Memory of...
Don & Annie Bustin & Lyle & Georgia Crane
by Creighton & Veneita Bustin

Prayer Corner ®

This information is given so that you may “Rejoice with those who
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn.” (Rom. 12:15) Please pray
for them.
Roberta Connick, Betty Humby, Eldon Callahan, Rev.
Angela Cory, Fred Quigley, Shirley Whitebone, Winnie Fortune,
Marion Stackhouse & Elsie Gilchrist

g S 2N ‘: ’ g
Christmas Memorial
The following families donated the beautiful poinsettias here in the

church today in loving memory of their loved ones.

** In Memory of our parents, brothers & sisters by Cecil

& Kay Owens
* In Memory of Walter Watters & George Beyea by

Creighton & Veneita Bustin
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* In Memory of our loved ones from John, Barb &
Sarah Woollven.

** In Memory of our mothers Dorothy Fosythe &
Dorothy Carpenter from Paul & Corinne Carpenter.

Church &Community Announcements

Duty Team December
Sharon Maguire, Kelley Thompson, Greta Richard,
Audrey Shillington, Jim & Joan Shillington

Duty Team for January 2012
Gwen Young, Shelley Shillington, Nancy Doucette, Wayne Doucette,
Don Watson and Wendy Watson

Budget requests must be submitted to the treasurer not later than
January 8th, 2012.

Greeters for Sunday, Dec. 25": Chuck & Pam Carter
 Greeters for Sunday, January 01%, 2012 -
. Thank you to all Readers & Greeters for all your help!

Handel’s Messiah

Trinity Church, 15 Charlotte St, Saint John will be hosting Handel’s
Messiah this Christmastide. Thursday December 29", 7:30pm, the
Symphony Chorus, Orchestra and Soloists directed by Maestro
Spencer Belyea. This world famous choral work is based on Old and
New Testament Scriptures, a concert to make a wonderful Christmas
gift for a music lover. Advanced tickets, $30 regular / $10 students
available from Anglican House or Trinity Church office, call 693-8558.
Tickets at the door on the 29™ $35 regular / $15 student. Come and
support local talent and enjoy a superb evening of sacred music.
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Have a Blessed Christmas and
Happy New Year!

R.di/ 8

Loving God, Help us remember the birth of Je
that we may share in the song of the angel
the gladness of the shepherds,
and worship of thenwise m

Close the door of hate
and open the door of love all over the world
Let kindness come with every gift and good desit
greeting.
Deliver us from evil by the blessing which Chris
and teach us to be merry with clear hearts.
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May tidhristmas morning make us happy to be th

and Christmas evening bring us to our beds wit
thoughts,
forgiving and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. Ame

--Robert Louis Stevenson



